Perinatal spinal cord injury requiring long-term home mechanical ventilation: a report of four cases.
Although perinatal spinal cord injury has been discussed in detail in the literature with respect to aetiology and diagnosis, few studies address long-term outcome, and none address the outcome of long-term home mechanical ventilation in this population. The four patients reported here with perinatal spinal cord injury have used home mechanical ventilation for time periods ranging from 6 to 17 years, with varying results. Their courses with respect to respiratory, neuromuscular, neuropsychological, and nutritional issues are described with reference to the current literature. It is believed that, with the advent of organized home mechanical ventilation programmes and increased acceptance of this technology by the lay public and medical community, the prognosis of the child with perinatal spinal cord injury requiring assisted ventilation is much improved, and may be more positive than the literature currently suggests.